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Magnet exploration  

 
Here is another magnet lesson. Find a strong magnet—rectangular ones work best. You’ll also need some fine sewing 
thread, tape, paperclips, a little box (if you have one) and some paper, crayons and scissors to make your “people.”  Tie a 
thread to a paperclip and tape the other end of the string to a table or counter. See if you can use the magnet to pick up 
the paperclip without touching it. If you practice, you can raise the paperclip to a vertical position. OR, you can also hold 
the end of the string and let the paperclip dangle and “dance” just above a magnet without touching the magnet. You 
can hide the magnet in a box and then “dress” the paperclip on the thread as a person and put on a performance with 
your little person! Enjoy exploring with magnets! Remember to put everything away, when you are finished 
experimenting.  
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