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0 The last 150 yeas hold stories 
about American workers that 
are too incn!dible to ignore: 
Stories of hope, strength. 
dedication, unity, and braveiy. 

This exhibition calls us to look at these 
stories and to consider how we play a 
part in them. Take a moment to rethink 
where, how, with whom, and why 
we work. Hard-working Americans of 
every ethnicity, class, gender, and age 
power our nation. Be inspired by how 
far we've come and join the excitement 
for what lies ahead. 
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Whose sweat ond blood, 
whose foith ond poin, 
Whose hond at the foundry, 
whose plow in the ruin 
Must bring bock our 
mighty dream ogoin." 

-1.anglfan Hughes, 
"let Amerita Be Amerita Again," 
1938 
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WORK Section 2 Where We Worked

"Put another 
season's promise 
in the ground" 

9x9 quote Sec 2 12x18 Side image 2.1 
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3: 
lmaginethe darkness of a coal mine, 
fierce winds atop a skyscraper, waves of 
heat from a foundry against your skin, 
or the beeping of monitors in modern 
hospitals. Whan we wark atfKb 111 
dNply. No two farms, ships, or offices 
are ever the same. A workplace changes. 
over time, creating new experiences and 
challenges.Either we moldit to fit our 
needs. or we adjust as best as we can. 

'#here we work may seem obvious. 
but look around. Americans work 
just about everywhere! 
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WORK Section 2 Where We Worked
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Millions of Americans work outside, 

where comfort is relative andMother 

Nature calls the shots. These laborers 

know what it feels like to haul in a 
net of fish on cold,swelling seas or 

dig hundreds of feet into the earth. 

Workers mustadapttheir lives to 

shifting conditions and the rhythms 
of the seasons. 
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Imagine even one day without teac� 

postal carriers.firefighters.policemen, 

bus drivers, or oash c.ollectors. /J.s our 

t0'Mls anddtiesgrew,so toodidthe 
need for these public servants.Although 

often uncelebrated or unseen, they are 

essential to our modemlives. These 

wakers keep our communities and 

conveniences running aroundtheclock. 
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As America's wealth, industries, 

and service-based economy grew, 

moreAmericans than ever came 
indoors to work. Increasingly, 

jobs are located within the four 

walls of an office, factory,store,or 

home.And these places change 
continually as our society changes. 

Take a look inside - there's more 
than what meetsthe eye. 
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Logging in northern Michigan circa 1890's







East Jordan Ironworks



Ironton and Ironton Ferry



2018 Smithsonian Water/Ways exhibit at Raven Hill








